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Musical Theatre Duo Slices into the Film World
Horror Musical Winning Awards at World-Class Film Festivals
Sable & Batalion’s

“One of the most inventive and groundbreaking horror shorts ever.”
— Dread Central

Sitges, CATALONIA – Jerome Sable and Eli Batalion (aka Sable & Batalion) have made the shift
from stage to screen with a splash—of blood, that is: their filmmaking debut, a horror musical short
film called The Legend of Beaver Dam, was the first short film ever to open the “Midnight
Madness” series at the 2010 Toronto International Film Festival and now has won “Best Short
Film” at the number one fantasy festival in the world, the SITGES Festival Internacional de
Cinema Fantàstic de Catalunya.
The film tells the story of Danny Zigwitz, a nerdy young camper who needs to save his fellow
campers from a bloody massacre when a campfire ghost story awakens an evil monster. And—no
joke—it’s a full-blown rock musical. At only 12 minutes, the short film has already garnered quite a
bit of buzz from U.S. and Canadian media, including several rave reviews. The Toronto Star calls the
film a “future cult classic,” and Fangoria Magazine writes, “Beaver Dam will blow your brains and
rock your world.”
For the cast, Sable & Batalion handpicked musical theatre all-stars Seán Cullen, Rick Miller, and
newcomer L.J. Benet. “We knew we needed actors with some serious pipes, and that’s what these
guys are—super-talents who can do it all,” says Jerome Sable, who directed the film.
Sable & Batalion grew up as childhood friends in Montreal, Quebec, and are now based out of Los
Angeles, where they first moved to for their play J.O.B. The Hip-Hopera, a retelling of the biblical
Book of Job through hip-hop. The show ran in Los Angeles (2005) and New York (2006) where it
won awards and earned numerous rave reviews, including the LA Times, which described the play
as “groundbreaking,” and Daily Variety, which wrote, “Not only one of the best shows of this
year—it’s one of the best shows L.A. has seen in many years.”
Sable & Batalion’s

The Legend of Beaver Dam

Italian Premiere November 28th at the 28th Torino Film Festival
story, music, and lyrics by Jerome Sable & Eli Batalion
directed by Jerome Sable
starring L.J. Benet, Seán Cullen, and Rick Miller
Watch the Trailer at

.

“Pure bloody joy. Bursting with charm and invention, Beaver Dam is
an ingeniously staged gore-soaked musical comedy
that will blow minds across the universe. I adore this film.”
— Mitch Davis, Fantasia Film Festival

Sable & Batalion’s

A Musical with Guts

A Horror Musical Short Film with
story, music, and lyrics by

Jerome Sable & Eli Batalion

Watch the trailer at: StumpySam.com
High-Res stills at: tinyurl.com/stumpystills
(N.B.: Don't ‘right-click.’ Click on the "Download" drop-down button in the menu at the top of any photo.)
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AWARDS
"Best Short Film" - 2010
SITGES International Fantastic Film Festival of Catalonia
"Best Horror Short Film" - 2010
Fantastic Fest (Austin, Texas)
"Best Short Film" - 2010
Screamfest LA Horror Film Festival
"Rising Star Award" (Special Jury Prize) - 2010
Edmonton International Film Festival
Sable & Batalion, info@sableandbatalion.com
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Sable & Batalion’s

SYNOPSIS
When a campfire ghost story awakens an evil monster, it's up to nerdy Danny
Zigwitz to be the hero and save his fellow campers from a bloody massacre.
Crank up the volume and scream along to this musical gore-fest in the woods.
Heads will rock’n’roll!

STARRING
L.J. BENET, Danny Zigwitz
Seán CULLEN, Pathmaster
Rick MILLER, Stumpy Sam

FILMMAKERS
Directed by Jerome Sable
Written by Jerome Sable & Eli Batalion
Music composed by Jerome Sable & Eli Batalion
Edited by Nicholas Musurca
Cinematography by Matt Egan
Special Effects Makeup Hugo Villasenor
Costume Design by Carol Binion
Production Design by John Lord Booth III
Sound Design by Joe Barrucco
Casting by Laura Adler, C.S.A.
Produced by Michael R. Blaha, Jerome Sable, Eli Batalion
Co-producers Mikhail Samonov, Edward Brooke, Jacob Cowles
Associate Producer Aaron Greenberg
Sable & Batalion, info@sableandbatalion.com
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THE FILMMAKERS
Sable & Batalion
(story, music, and lyrics) is the
creative duo of writers-composers
Jerome Sable and Eli Batalion. While
now making their foray into
filmmaking with the horror musical
The Legend of Beaver Dam, Sable &
Batalion are most known for their
work in musical theatre. Both
growing up in Montréal, Québec,
Sable & Batalion started working
together in 1993. Since then, they
have written, composed, directed
and produced dozens of theatrical
productions across the U.S., Canada,
Europe, and Australia. Their shows often combine a high level of literary and academic
sophistication with extreme silliness and absurdity, and are often musicals.
They are most known for J.O.B. The Hip-Hopera, a retelling of the bible’s Book of Job through hiphop, which ran in Los Angeles and New York where it won various awards and earned rave
reviews. The LA Times called the 90-minute rap musical “groundbreaking,” and Daily Variety
wrote, “Not only one of the best shows of this year—it’s one of the best shows L.A. has seen in
many years.”

Jerome Sable

(director/writer/composer) is a
writer, director and composer with credits in stage and film,
and the “Sable” of “Sable & Batalion” (see above). Prior to The
Legend of Beaver Dam, Jerome co-wrote and directed the short
comedy series “crazy/sexy/awkward” for FremantleMedia, and
the dance musical short Meanwhile..., which won the 2009
Coca-Cola Refreshing Filmmaker's Award and was screened
ahead of feature films on over 21,000 theatrical screens across
the U.S., as well as on KCET’s “Fine Cut Series.”
Jerome received his Bachelor of Arts with honors in philosophy
from Brown University and is a graduate of USC's School of
Cinematic Arts, where he received the Harold Lloyd Memorial
Scholarship, the School of Cinematic Arts Scholarship, and the
Avid Academic Scholarship.
Full filmography at http://imdb.me/jeromesable
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Eli Batalion

(writer/composer) is a writer,
producer and composer for film, TV and the stage with a B.A.
from Brown University and an M.B.A. from École des Hautes
Études Commerciales in Montréal, Québec. Working together
with longtime collaborator Jerome Sable, he’s written,
composed and produced dozens of touring musical comedy
productions across North America, the UK and Australia
(including shows at such festivals as Montréal’s Just For
Laughs Comedy Festival, the Melbourne Comedy Festival and
the Edinburgh Fringe), earning awards and critical acclaim
from such sources as Daily Variety and the LA Times. He's also
written for several films, including Dan Schachter’s L’homme
qui se croyait l’eau, a Top 5 Finalist of the 2010 RBC Emerging
Filmmakers competition, and has the starring role in
Meanwhile…, the dance musical short directed by Sable which
won the 2009 Coca-Cola Refreshing Filmmaker’s Award.

Seán Cullen (Pathmaster) has been touring and performing as a comedian for the
past 20 years. He started out as a member of Corky and The Juice Pigs, and has gone on to be one
of Canada's premiere musical comedians,
winning three Gemini Awards, starring in
multiple comedy specials, and finishing in the
Top Ten on NBC's “Last Comic Standing.” In
2004 Seán starred as Max Bialystock in a
successful run in the Canadian production of
Mel Brooks' The Producers and toured parts of
Canada and the U.S. with the Barenaked
Ladies. He can be seen at this year’s 2010
Stratford Festival in George F. Walker's King of
Thieves and Peter Pan.

Rick Miller

(Stumpy Sam) is one of Canada’s most respected multi-disciplinary
performers, with credits ranging from classical theatre to the avant-garde, from musicals to live
comedy, from voice work to film & television.
He is the host of ABC’s hit primetime series “Just
for Laughs”, and Entertainment Weekly has
called him “one of the 100 most creative people
alive today.” His award-winning theatre work
includes starring in and co-creating Robert
Lepage’s epic 9-hour play Lipsynch, creating and
performing MacHomer (150 cities, over 700
performances, over 500,000 fans), and Bigger
Than Jesus (winner of three Dora Awards in
2005). Rick lives in Toronto with his wife Stephanie Baptist and their daughters Vivian and Ellen.
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Praise for The Legend of Beaver Dam
“Pure bloody joy. Bursting with charm and invention, Beaver Dam is an ingeniously
staged gore-soaked musical comedy that will blow minds across the universe.
I adore this film.”
– Mitch Davis, Fantasia Film Festival
“If George A. Romero and Meat Loaf made a musical horror comedy, it would
probably look and sound a lot like this. Consider it a future cult classic.”
– Toronto Star
“As hilarious as it is vomitous. It will blow your brains and rock your world.”
– Fangoria
“One of the most inventive and groundbreaking horror shorts ever produced.”
– Dread Central

Praise for Sable & Batalion
“I have followed their career for many years now. They're great storytellers, full of
passion and intensity, hugely imaginative and wildly entertaining."
– Atom Egoyan
“Sable & Batalion are innovative and mature filmmakers with a knack for musicals.”
– Paul Reiser
“Geniuses. Sable & Batalion make one hell of a double act.”
– Toronto Star
“Polished, dazzling, unexpected, clever, funny, exciting, political and pop-cultured...
Sable & Batalion will take your breath away.”
– Eye Magazine
“Winner of the 2009 Coca-Cola Refreshing Filmmaker’s Award”
Meanwhile…
Written & directed by Jerome Sable; Starring Eli Batalion
Watch it at sableandbatalion.com/coke
Sable & Batalion, info@sableandbatalion.com

Page 4

Sable & Batalion, info@sableandbatalion.com

Page 5

Sable & Batalion, info@sableandbatalion.com

Page 6

