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SYNOPSIS

Bari, near the central station. A little discarded hotel, people incessantly coming and going in and out. They are Somali guys and girls, most of them younger than thirty, a residence permit in their pockets and a never-ending war in their country. 

They are not illegal immigrants. They have taken possession of a little space in the city to try to go on by themselves. Ferrhotel is the story of some of them, their ambitions, desires, and nostalgia. Nothing special to narrate: the time of special news is already gone. The movie talks about people getting cracking, waiting, meeting other people. A group of human beings that tries to redeem from a condition of poverty in order to find again the dignity of their own independence. 

DIRECTORS’ STATEMENT

What we were interested in telling was what happens in the life of a refugee after the state of emergency. After landing, reception centres, struggle for the residence permit. That grey zone that comes before a possible integration (often disregarded). Not the clash with the society that gives them hospitality, but how they live and how they talk about these troubles. To tell the everyday life and the attempt to live a normal life. This little hotel, microcosm of crossed destinies, seemed to be the best lookout post because normality begins having a home, a shelter, a place where to sit and take a breath.
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MARIANGELA BARBANENTE

Born in Mola di Bari, she lives in Rome. She works mostly as scriptwriter for cinema and television. She started with documentaries in 1994 with two scientific shorts made for Enea (Ente Nazionale per le Energie Alternative). In 2000 she made her debut with “Sole”, special mention at Torino Film Festival of the same year.

FILMOGRAPHY

as director:

•
2011 – FERRHOTEL – hdv, 70’ 

•
2005 ‐ IL TRASLOCO DEL BAR DI VEZIO – video digitale, 6 x 30' 

•
2000 ‐ SOLE ‐ video digitale, 52’ 

•
1997 ‐ IO ERA IN TERRA E‘ L CUOR IN PARADISO ‐ beta, 6’ 

•
1994 ‐ IL LIDAR DI FRASCATI ‐ bvu, 8’

