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� synopsis �  directorsÕ notes 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
�  synopsis  
 
Hunger, emigration, abandonment of mountains and coming of a new world: a huge tapestry of stories, an intense 
document that begins with the original witnesses of farmers and mountain men from the valleys around Cuneo collected 
by Nuto Revelli ("Il Mondo dei vinti" and "L'anello forte") that entwine then to the witnesses of their descendants, 
contemporary men and women, who still live in that same lands that now are different. 
 
Voices from the past and the present that mingled with the images of the landscape of Cuneo: a land made of remains, 
scars, relics that make visible distances and correlations between peasant community and post-industrial present. The 
movie shows a stream of traces: remains of mountain hamlets and stratification of the rural landscape that entwined 
with abandoned factories, ruins of unauthorized building, commercial warehouses that have always been wrecks.  
 
A revival and adaptation to the present days of the most important Revelli’s topics that go through the 20th century 
arriving to the present days, that are raddled by political and social difficulties in ordering and leading step changes. 
 
The witnesses recorder by Revelli are a very valuable material, that brings again to our attention a forgotten world and 
that acquires here a prophetic meaning and an intense evocative power. 
 
�  directorsÕ note  
 
Il popolo che manca is about physical and spiritual absence of the peasant community. It shows how the break of 
our roots is also our contemporary absence, we ourselves are “a missing people”. The witnesses collected by Nuto 
Revelli among the peasants of the district of Cuneo during the 70s of the last century, tell about a world at the 
border. Men and women who left the countryside to help the industrialization of our country. An unconscious 
memory, hidden, erased for shame, for justifiable will of progress. 
People who went through two world wars and the economic boom, who were born in a peasant world quickly turned 
in an industrialized society ruled by mass consumption. 
Now, the descendants of that witnesses have no prospects. The chain of industrial development is blocked, the peasant 
society memory has been removed. 
Nevertheless the witnesses of today reflect a border society, too. Half a century later they experience the 
unsustainability of an unlimited development and they look for other possible ways to overcome the utilitarianism 
ending in itself of a bulimic society, with no future or past, hangs in the balance.  
For this reason the tissue of old and new witnesses and temporal stratification of places aim to trace a holistic vision 
possible in the future of the geographical and social context. In this way their message take on a metonymical 
meaning, it evokes the global changes of our age.  
The voices recorded by Revelli speak a language that brings a new relief and that can give to the descendents 
unsuspected answers. Landscapes are the transformed look of that witnesses, the remains, the quiet, the empty 
distances. From here we start again to contribute in giving a new identity to the missing people, today, tomorrow. 
 

Andrea Fenoglio and Diego Mometti 
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�  directors �  production 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
�  directors 
 
Andrea Fenoglio (8th May 1977) studied Modern Literature specializing in history of cinema and his final dissertation 
was about the Portuguese director Pedro Costa. In 2005 he began as a documentarist, with his first work, Scritti di 
Pietra, in which he focuses on the extractive and productive dynamics of the Pietra di Luserna (Rock of Luserna). In 
2007 he made, for the Comunità Montana Pinerolese Pedemontano (Montain Community near Turin, ndt), L’isola 
deserta dei Carbonai, about the last coalmans of the Lemina and Grandubbione Valleys. The movie won in 2007 the 
Jury prize at the 50th Trento Film Festival and at the 10th Cervino Cine Mountain. In 2008 he made La società 
invisibile for the association Pensieri in Piazza; it is a short in which we hear a lecture gave by the Spanish philosopher 
Daniel Innerrarity and we see the images shot in some abandoned urban spaces, on the outskirts of Pinerolo. From the 
combination of these two materials, pathways of thought come out, that turn these places into “promises”.  Together 
with Diego Mometti and the Fondazione Nuto Revelli ONLUS from Cuneo, he has just finished the Progetto Aristeo 
(Aristeo Project), a research that produces a composite series of audiovisual materials that combine the witnesses 
recorded by Nuto Revelli in the 70s of the last century for his research on the peasant society in the district of Cuneo, 
with the new witnesses collected nowadays among the descendents of those first witnesses. This research produced an 
initial series titled Voci e luoghi dal mondo dei vinti, and two more composite movies: Altri si sono affaticati e voi 
siete subentrati nella loro fatica and Il motore delle città. In 2010 the Progetto Aristeo come to its end with the 
production of the documentary series Il Popolo che manca – Il lavoro, La terra, Le migrazioni and of the homonymus 
movie Il Popolo che manca. This is the result of the collaboration between the Fondazione Nuto Revelli and the 
production company Pulsemedia from Reggio Emilia and from the joint support of Regione Piemonte, Piemonte Doc 
Film Fund and Marco Polo Enviromental Group. From 2008 Andrea Fenoglio, together with Diego Mometti and the 
association Pensieri in Piazza, is working on the project Paesaggi del Mondo: a documentary series on agriculture, 
ecology and future in the area around Pinerolo. The movies Taglio di ritorno e La vita è un lavoro belong to this 
documentary sereis. 
 
Diego Mometti (4th March 1977) studied Modern Literature specializing in History of Arts and his final dissertation 
was titled “Forme alternative di produzione e distribuzione di arte contemporanea. Il caso Oreste” (“Alternative way of 
production and distribution of contemporary art. The Oreste case”). As a promoter of the social group Belgradostraat, 
from 2001 to 2004 he investigated on metropolitan and rural collective realities producing collective performances and 
video installations as: Deriva en Barcelona (Barcellona, 2001) financed by Movin’ up and in collaboration with 
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona. Thanks to the collaboration of the Dipartimento di Scienze Sociali della Facoltà di 
Lettere dell’Università di Torino (Department of Social Sciences of the Faculty of Literature of the University of Turin), 
he dealt with the relationship between arts and new technology, producing multimedia works and teaching at 
universities both in Italy and abroad. In 2005 is responsible for the course Estetica por una Tecnologia Suave at the 
Faculty of Fine Arts of the  Universitad de Chile in Santiago. In this context he was involved in the production of the 
interactive multimedia work, Memoria historica de la Alameda, a group performance about the relationship between 
city and memory in contemporary Chilean society, based on the creative use of satellite technology with which he won 
prizes for the new media researches. In Santiago de Chile he also cooperated with the collective Trabajos de Utilidad 
Publica in the production of the Proyecto Fachada, for which he arranged an exhibition at the Museo del Mutuo 
Soccorso of Pinerolo during the summer of 2008. He collaborates as a correspondent for the Chilean applied arts 
magazine Mano de Obra. Form 2008 he worked on several projects with Andrea Fenoglio, among them the Progetto 
aristeo and Passaggi del Mondo.  
 
 
 
 
 



Filmography 
 
2010 Il Popolo che manca, digital, color, 4:3, 75’ 
2010 Il Popolo che manca – Il lavoro, La terra, Le migrazioni, digital, color, 4:3, serie doc. 250’ 
2010 Paesaggi del mondo - La vita è un lavoro, digital, color, 4:3, 45’ 
2009 Paesaggi del mondo -Taglio di ritorno, digital, color, 4:3, 65’  
2008 Il motore delle città, digital, color, 4:3, 52’ 
2008 La società invisibile, digital, color, 4:3, 26’ 
2007 L’isola deserta dei carbonai, digital, color, 4:3, 72’ 
2007 Altri si sono affaticati e voi siete subentrati nella loro fatica, digital, color, 4:3, 72’ 
2007 Voci e luoghi dal mondo dei vinti, digital, color, 4:3, 300’ (11 episodes) 
 
� Production 
 
THE FONDAZIONE NUTO REVELLI ONLUS  was founded the 9th January 2006, two years after the dead of Nuto 
Revelli – writer, partisan and researcher of the peasant memory – with the idea that the best way to remember him was 
making know his work and, if possible, continue it. The Foundation, born on his family and a group of friends 
initiative, settled its head office in the writer’s house in Cuneo, Corso Brunet 1, and started the works for making the 
premises safe, in which there would have been Nuto Revelli’s huge archive, dedicated to the Resistance and to the 
ethno-anthropological studies conducted for the redaction of Il Mondo dei vinti and L’Anello Forte. 
The Fondazione Nuto Revelli main intents are the diffusion of the culture and the ideals that moved the Resistance, and 
also the upgrading of the important contribution by Nuto Revelli in the knowledge of the peasant world. Among the 
main activities, in addition to the reordering of the Archivio Nuto Revelli, there are a didactic and territorial laboratory, 
a regular socio-historical research activity about the inheritance of Revelli’s topics and the improvement of the Paraloup 
hamlet in the Valle Stura, a small village of huts that was seat of the first Piedmontese partisan’s group of Giustizia e 
Libertà and that is flourishing again as a model of sustainable return to the life, work and culture of the mountain.  
 
Ideation, production and distribution of movies, documentaries and multimedia works are at the core of the activities of 
PULSEMEDIA.  
After producing Stefano Savona’s movies Il Tuffo della Rondine, 46’, - co-production with Vivo Film and Castagneda 
- Diario da Gaza, 54’, 2009, together with Rai Doc 3, and Piombo Fuso, 82’, 2009, documentary movie winner of 
the Special Jury Prize at the Locarno Film Festival in 2009, of the Special Jury Prize Ciné Cinéma Cineasti del 
Presente and at the Annecy Cinéma Italien 2010 the Grand Prize of the Jury as best documentary, PULSEMEDIA  
takes part, in co-production with  the Lotus Production, in the Italiana.doc section of the Torino Film Festival with the 
new work of the Palermitan director Spezzacatene (79’, 2010), produced with the contribution of the Regione Siciliana, 
project APQ named “Il Pane di Giuseppe”. 
Another recent work, in competition at the Italiana.doc of the Torino Film Fetsival 2010, too, is Il Popolo che Manca 
(75’, 2010); this is a feature documentary by Andrea Fenoglio and Diego Mometti produced by PULSEMEDIA , in 
co-production with the Fondazione Nuto Revelli Onlus and with the contribution of Piemonte Doc Film Fund and 
Regione Piemonte. 
In 2009 in co-production with Rai Cinema and the support of the Film Commission Torino Piemonte, 
PULSEMEDIA  worked on the documentary La Nascita della Luce - I capolavori del Museo Egizio di Torino by 
Gianni Barcelloni Corte and Giorgio Montefoschi (72’, 2009). 
Several works are now in development or in post-production, they are: Beat Crazy, docu-fiction directed by Luca 
Pastore and written by Claudio Piersanti, starred by Roberto ‘Freak’ Antoni, and with the contribution of the Regione 
Emilia-Romagna and the Cineteca di Bologna; Pier Vittorio Tondelli, La dinamica dei desideri, documentary movie 
directed by Enza Negroni, produced with the contribution of the Film Commission Emilia-Romagna; Il Segno e la 
Voce, by Nicola Nannavecchia, produced with the contribution of the Film Commission Emilia-Romagna. 
From 2010 Pulsemedia signed the first web festival of the documentary ViaEmiliaDocFest (www.viaemiliadocfest.tv). 


