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LOGLINE 
Three real characters travel in different ways on the Appia, the ancient route that led from Rome to 
Brindisi. They are driven by different reasons and desires but the way sucks them down and moves 
them progressively through her power, still offering them strong experiences.  
 
SYNOPSIS 
Antonio Pascale, Giacomo De Stefano and Bruno Ostuni, i.e. a famous intellectual writer, with a 
scientific education, who obsessively thinks to the country and to himself, he is a single-hander, who 
has been defined as the river man, in the grip of a religious crisis, a railwayman, who drives trains 
and lover of horses and landscapes. 
Three real characters who travel along the south, following more or less precisely and voluntarily 
the old Appia road, while their pathways physically and ideally entwined and they experience the 
same progressive abandon to the pure nature. 
The Appia, this mythical road that joins Rome and Brindisi, become the still possible setting for a 
road trip across Italy, across the south, an “unconscious” pathway that sucks down their worries and 
will to live offering them discoveries and deep feelings.  
They travel in different ways and with different means: the first one begins his trip with the car to 
continue with the trains of the Appulo of the Basilicata and then ending by foot, lost in the 
countryside with a young archaeologist; the second one arrives by train in a small convent of the 
eastern Irpinia where he finds, in the wood below, the river Calore, so he begins a wonderful and 
very hard journey along the southern rivers, with a boat obstinately dragged to the sea through an 
exhausting fight with the lack of water. The third one drives trains and he has four sons. With them 
he shares the passion for horses and for this reason, together with them, he gets lost in the remotest 
and wildest southern landscapes as an old-time Indian. 
In the middle there’s Cairano, a small village of the eastern Irpinia, which is becoming depopulated 
and which hosts a show organized by intellectual from the south, as Franco Arminio, another writer 
who focuses on landscape and territory, and who is the guide of this show. 
A sort of poetic and programmatic assembly to built a community (named temporary) able to 
creatively live in the south and that chooses Cairano itself, a village hanged in time and space, 
considering its position at the top of a mountain, to bring up there theoretical words, which are 
probably idle, and concrete revolutionary actions. 
A movie that, on a documentary base, creates an intense and metaphorical narrative pathway, in an 
atmosphere in which images and sounds contribute both in rendering it oneiric; and that gives back, 
uring the journey, dreams that are probably emblematic, and whose power is left to a deep work of 
the viewer.    
 



DIRECTOR’S NOTES 
We travelled following the travellers, who seemed to be moved by the road. As if they were sucked 
down. But they weren’t easy journeys. A deep thirst moved them. Something estreme, destabilizing. 
Probably for this reason they were extraordinary. Personally, what interested me more was the 
metaphorical power of these journeys, their symbolic intensity. As the metaphor was, and is still 
now, an additional effort, a burden to better enjoy the freedom.  
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