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Sullo sfondo del giro di vite al narcotraffico da parte del governo
filippino, una forza speciale Swat avvia un’operazione finalizzata
all’arresto di Abel, uno dei principali signori della droga di
Manila. L’agente di polizia Moises Espino ed Elijah, un piccolo
spacciatore divenuto informatore, forniranno aiuto all’operazione,
che si trasformerà rapidamente in un violento scontro armato
negli slums fra la Swat e la gang di Abel. Alpha, the Right to Kill
nasce dall’unione di storie differenti basate su indagini e
interviste rivolte a persone coinvolte nel traffico di droga nelle
Filippine; la sfida del film è stata connettere prospettive così
diverse attraverso un punto di vista coesivo.

«Nessuna società, seppur animata dalle migliori intenzioni,
potrà essere guidata dagli ideali finché il maligno albergherà
tra le persone. Questo è esattamente il conflitto che nelle
Filippine sta compromettendo la guerra contro le droghe illegali».

**
Set against the backdrop of the Philippines government’s crackdown
on illegal drugs, a SWAT-led police force launches an operation to
arrest Abel, one of the biggest druglords in Manila. Police officer
Moises Espino and Elijah, a small-time pusher turned informant,
provide the intelligence for the operation which quickly escalates
into a violent and heavely-armed confrontation in the slums between
the SWAT and Abel’s gang. Alpha, the Right to Kill is the product 
of a compilation of found stories based on research and interviews
with people involved with the drug trade in the Philippines; the 
film’s challenge was how to put together so many perspectives
in a cohesive point of view.

“No society, despite its good intentions, will ever be the ideal people’s
domain for as long as evil spirits reside in their midst. This is exactly
the conflict that is impairing the Philippine’s war against illegal
drugs.”
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e fotografia al Cinemanila. L’anno
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film, television and theatre. His first
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Golden Leopard Award at the 2005
Locarno Film Festival, as well as the
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CinemAvvenire Prize at the Torino 
Film Festival and Best Photography
and Best Director Awards at the
Cinemanila Festival. Summer Heat
won the Netpac Award in Jeonju in
2007. Slingshot won the Special Jury
Award in Marrakech in 2008, the
Caligari Award in Berlin and Best Film
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For Kinatay (2009) he won the Best
Director Prize at the Cannes Film
Festival, for Ma’ Rosa (2016) he
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at the same festival. Then the film 
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