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Synopsis

This short film was originally created for the stage play "New Town Iriguchi." All footage was shot in August 2007 by the director, Kentaro Kishi, in the autonomous Palestinian territories of  Israel and became the "vision" for the director's feature film, Record Future.
“Could I have your blessing?”

Wanting to start a new school, Sachi and Osamu move into an old house, the site of a former Free School. All the desks, chairs and even toys have been left behind untouched. When Sachi comes into contact with these objects, she begins to feel a sense of deja-vu. Osamu tells her that she’s just imagining things.

Sachi and Osamu close their eyes and imagine what their school will be like in the future. Time begins to move forward… unstoppable.

A poignant story of salvation unfolds, an intricate tapestry of beautiful images.

“A single voice reaching out from the dark.”

“In the Beginning”

Wanting to start a new school, Sachi and Osamu move into an old house, the site of a former Free School. All the classroom equipment has been left intact. When Sachi comes into contact with these objects, she begins to feel a sense of deja-vu.

“Let’s Imagine” Sachi and Osamu close their eyes and imagine what their school will be like in the future.

“Coming to Life”

Night falls and a full moon shines in the darkness. Sachi discovers a cassette tape and presses the play button. In a mere moment, the morning dawns and time moves forward, unstoppable.

“Ceremony”

The former students of the Free School come to the house with a certain notebook. On the cover of the notebook are the words, “Record of My Memories.” The distressed voices of the students hint at the existence of some terrible event. “How do you erase memories?”

The notebook, the Red Riding Hood puppet play… riddle upon ridde unfolds, until at last the door to memory is opened and the past comes to life.

“Remembrance”

The house begins to remember the events that took place here and the memories overtake reality, until Osamu finds himself in the scenery of the past. He begins to walk towards the railway crossing.

The bar of the crossing comes down. “Listen, it’s coming. I can hear the voices of the sirens…”

“The Other Shore”

A deluge of glorious images encompassing time, illusion, dreams and reality… The dead and the living converge. Impossible prayers from the future directed towards the past. Will the prayers be heard?

“Voice of the Radio”

“…What happened to you? Are you happy? I pray for everyone’s past and future happiness. Ave Maria.”

Director’s statement / production note

We show gratitude to the time, people, things, places, this great earth and everything in it that gave their all to the making of this film. The film's birth was made possible by all the big smiles that watched over its process.

Biography and filmography of the director

Kishi became apprentice to playwright Akio Miyazawa in 1998. Since 2002, he started his own theatrical troupe, starring in various films. His visit to Ramallah, Jordan in 2007, inspired him to make a film, which eventually became his directorial debut, “Record Future,” while he continued working on his workshop “WORLD.”

Saigo no Ningen（2005）
Amefurashino yadokara（2007）
Kureru to Noboru（2007）
Asanimitayumemitasani（2008）
