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An Old Man with a Secret,
A Young Boy with Another Secret

To Hell Goes the Sinner

Synopsis (Abridged Version)
Park Duk-joon is an old man living by himself. Every night, he suffers from insomnia attacks brought on by disturbing flashes from his dark past. He tries in vain to pray and find solace in religion. The only people he meets are Kang Il-hyun, who finds him work that lets him make use of his special skill, and Mrs. Lee, a church elder and his only friend. Mrs. Lee invites him to hear a testimonial as he never comes to church, but, upon seeing the face of the man giving the confession, Duk-joon is greatly surprised.

Synopsis (Full Version)
Park Duk-joon is an old man living by himself. Every night, he suffers from insomnia attacks brought on by disturbing flashes from his dark past. He tries in vain to pray and find solace in religion. He provides for himself by working as a paid torturer in an abandoned public bathhouse, whenever his broker Kang Il-hyun finds work for. His only friend is Mrs. Lee, a church elder who gives him weekly church bulletins whenever they meet in a park. Mrs. Lee invites him to a testimonial at her church since Duk-joon doesn’t go to church. Duk-joon is surprised to see the face of the speaker printed on the bulletin. He’s none other than Lim Gwang-han, his former superior officer from his days as a police interrogator in the 80s.

Lim Gwang-han and Park Duk-joon meet for the first time in years. Duk-joon believes Gwang-han’s faith to be fake, but it is Gwang-han who scolds him for not having enough faith. He also brings up Duk-joon’s painful past again. Duk-joon tries to meet Gwang-han one more time but gives up and comes home. While still despairing over his fate, he receives a phone call from Mrs. Lee. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
(Spoiler) 

Upon arrival at Mrs. Lee’s house, Duk-joon discovers her cold, lifeless body. He sees a picture taken of her and her grandson and sees the same boy he ran into at the entrance to the apartment building.

When Yoon Kyung-ho comes home with his toolbox, Park Duk-joon grabs him and demands to know why he killed his grandmother. In response, Kyung-ho merely answers he was doing the will of God. Duk-joon takes him to the public bathhouse, where he begins yet another torture and interrogation session in an effort to learn the truth.

[Character & Cast]
“The Ghost of the Past Meets the Monster of the Present.

Experienced Cast Meets Up-And-Coming Young Star.”

Park Duk-joon, An Old Man with an Unforgettable Secret

An old man is sitting alone in an empty, cramped room, silently having dinner in the glow of a television that is noisily announcing an advertisement for a funeral service. He attempts to read the Bible and to pray on his knees, but soon, his doubt kicks in, and he is forced to open his eyes and glare silently at the wall. A man destroyed by guilt and past violence, he continues to live as a sinner by working as a paid torturer. It has become his duty as a sinner to carry on living as one. This man is Park Duk-joon, an expert in water torture, a man formally known as “The Baptist.” He doubts God and truth, and this doubt is really a doubt in forgiveness and the salvation of man.   

Gwon Hyuk-poong / Having had much acting experience in theatre, Gwon Hyuk-poong has given many memorable supporting performances in film. He has a varied filmography beginning with 1995’s A Single Spark. He has worked extensively with Director Bong Jun-ho on such films as Flander’s Dog and Memories of Murder, and his portrayal of the jaded company president who jumps into the Han River in the opening scene of The Host left a particularly strong impression in the minds of audiences. His unique and strong persona makes him a much sought-after actor in Korea, but he is also passionate about low-budget independent film. He is a true actor who attempts all genres and accepts all challenges. His works include Whirlwind, Fair Love, No Mercy, Bandhobi (2009), Insadong Scandal, GoGo 70s, An Eye for an Eye (2008), Gangster High, Hanbando, The Host (2006).
Yoon Kyung-ho, A Boy Immersed in God, Impervious to Questioning

Inside a brand new apartment built as part of a city redevelopment project, a young, pale boy sits at his desk with a red pen in his hand, which he uses to underline passages in his Bible. Casually, he comes home and, seeing the man who had waited for, he asks unaffectedly, “Who are you?” He accuses his own grandmother, who raised him herself, of being a dirty bitch, and honestly seems to believe his sins can be washed away by the God he calls his Father. This boy is Yoon Kyung-ho, who has received God’s calling – the “Chosen One.” His twisted, blind faith in God poses a paradoxical question about the faith of man, repentance, and forgiveness.

Lee Joo-seung / After making his debut in 2007’s The Dog of Chunggye Stream, he was praised for his appearance in People at a Funeral, a film directed by Baek Seung-bin of Korean Academy of Film Arts’ Advanced Program. Characterized by soft, handsome features and a sharp, cool gaze, Lee has an indescribable aura about him and has been praise of having the potential of a true actor. Already hailed as Korea’s Yuya Yagira, he was also chosen to appear in Director Heo Jin-ho’s play Nap. He is taking on more and more challenges and creating a sure name for himself. His works include One Night Stand (2010) and People at a Funeral (2008).
Mrs. Lee, A Glimmer of Hope Turns into Tragedy

She is a devout church elder who looks after her grandson and lives for her faith. She treats Park Duk-joon with kindness and hopes his pain can be cured through religion. After first meeting him to invite him to church, her bond with him continues to grow and she feels compassion for this poor man. In her kindness, Park Duk-joon sees a glimmer of hope, but it only brings him endless despair. She still has much of her womanly charms, but she carries with her a mysterious sense of sadness, of darkness.

Lee Hwa-si / The legendary actress is back. With her starring roles in Director Kim Ki-young’s classics Iodo, Transgression, and Killer Butterfly, she surfaced as a Korean film icon and a charismatic actress of the 70s. Her strong, powerful looks were quite shocking at the time, and she became legendary for being banned from filming movies by the military regime because of those famous looks. Many directors adored her and expressed their utmost respect for Lee, and she made a comeback to the big screen for the first time in over 30 years with A Blind River. She has since announced her intention to work actively in film. She still has that charisma and charm that take over the screen, and for this, she is being eagerly sought by younger filmmakers. Her works include Late Autumn (2010), A Blind River (2009), Never Forever (2007), Ban Geum-Ryeon (1981) A Killer Butterfly (1978), Iodo (1977), Transgression (1974).
Lim Gwang-han, From Police Interrogator to Church Elder, the Reformed Pontius Pilate

An elderly man walks up to the podium following an introduction by the pastor and gazes down upon the laypeople in their pews. “Hallelujah,” he utters. Formerly a police interrogator who specialized in torturing victims and mocking their faith, he claims to have been saved by the blood of Christ after leaving prison. Describing his past, he begins to sob. He is Lim Gwang-han, the very man who taught Park Duk-joon his water torture tactics. And now, the same man is scolding Duk-joon for doubting God, for not having enough faith. Calling himself a victim of the times, he has begun living a new life as a man forgiven. Whether or not his story of salvation is true is a secret only he knows.

Lee Dae-yun / With theatre as his main passion, Lee Dae-yun continues to impress both on film and television. His wide acting spectrum allows him a perfect mastery of any role, and he is a very well-known actor. His recent work in the television series “The Slave Hunters” strongly appealed to the public and helped put him on the map. After winning the Best New Actor Award at the 1996 Baeksang Art Awards, in 2005, he won the Donga Best Male Performance Award. He is a veteran actor who has been critically acclaimed numerous times. His works include Kill Them All, Paju, No Boys, No Cry (2009), Scout, Paradise Murdered, The Show Must Go On (2007), Sympathy for Mr. Vengeance, YMCA Baseball Team (2002), Camels, Last Witness (2001), Peppermint Candy (1999).

[Director] 
Screenplay/Director Park Soo-min

Born July 2, 1981

Graduate, Department of Creative Writing, Korea University

Graduate, 25 Class, Production Major, Korean Academy of Film Arts
Night of the Beast and the Virgin (2008)

[Director’s Statement]

This man doubts. Staring at a wall, he silently asks whether God exists or not, whether salvation exists or not, whether his prayers are being answered or not. In his past, he was a man who baptized others, not in the name of God but in the name of power. Those whom he baptized immediately became guilty of sin, although they were not guilty of any crime. He was the arm of the law. He himself was never the purpose, and yet his hands still stink of the stench of water. He believes he can never wash away this stench buried deep in his hands. That is the only truth he can believe in. Only his sins are eternal, and all he can do is to keep sinning. In doing so, he reminds himself that he is guilty of sin. That is his duty, as a sinner.

The doubter meets the blind believer. The believer tells the doubter he has been washed of all sins in God’s name, by the blood of Christ. The doubter doubts. He asks. In the only way he knows how.

This film was taken from reality but it is fantasy. No torturer in this world would say he has no right to be forgiven. The means always shifts the blame over to the end. There are men like that in this world. I’ve seen them testify, and I’ve attempted to accurately portray what I’ve seen in this film. I wanted to doubt, so I took the dynamic to a new extreme. The doubter meets Joan D’Arc and the anti-Christ. I’ve pushed the envelope as far as I can to say this message – I fear the kind of society blind believers blindly believe in. Those blind believers, armed with their one stubborn logic, bulldoze this land and build a pale, new city on the wasteland, but their sin will never be washed away. I wanted to testify to that doubt, to that fear, through this movie. This film does not attempt to say God does not exist. Rather, it speaks of doubt and fear that even if there is a God, he may not be in this world.

This confession may be outdated, useless, or belated in this society we live in, but I still believe this doubt must continue on. That is the duty of all doubters.

[Director of Photography]

DP Kim Bo-ram

Graduate, 23 Class, Cinematography Major, Korean Academy of Film Arts
Fish (2008) DP

[Producer]

Producer Han Seung-sang

Graduate, 25 Class, Producing Major, Korean Academy of Film Arts
The Siblings’ House (2008) Producer
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