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Synopsis

Storytelling in all its forms is skewered in THE CATECHISM CATACLYSM. In this divinely bizarre and funny tale, wild characters infuse stories within stories until the lines between the Bible, Mark Twain, and campfire tales are hilariously blurred. 

Father Billy (Steve Little), an eccentric young priest, is forced to take a sabbatical by his superiors when he is discovered telling inappropriate parables to his flock.  Billy tracks down his high-school idol Robbie (Robert Longstreet), who begrudgingly agrees to a canoe trip.  On the water, the two men reminisce about Billy's days as the keyboardist in a Christian band and Robbie's as a guitarist for a metal band.  When night approaches, they realize they have lost their way--and that's when things get weird.

Buoyed by commanding comedic performances by Steve Little (EASTBOUND & DOWN) and Robert Longstreet (GREAT WORLD OF SOUND) and deft handling by director Todd Rohal, THE CATECHISM CATACLYSM shines a light on the power of absurd fiction.   THE CATECHISM CATACLYSM is a production of Rough House Pictures (David Gordon Green, Danny McBride, Jody Hill).

Q&A with WRITER/DIRECTOR Todd Rohal

Q: Origins?
ROHAL: The Catechism Cataclysm was conceived in two moving trucks – one from New York to Austin and the other, a year later, from Austin back to New York. The year in between those moves informed a lot of what the script became, but the initial idea of Steve Little as a priest in a canoe was formulated on the highway. 

After gestating for a while, I finally put the ideas to paper and the script came quickly – within a week -- while digitizing tapes a floor below the set of The Rachael Ray Show. The audience’s applause and cheers served as a big motivator.

I worked at a big Theology school as a repairman, painter and custodian over three summers during college. I met a number of priests who ended up leaving the church – taking jobs as shoe salesmen or settling into a married life. There was a big divide between the younger priests and the older generations that was even more amplified there than in general culture – and I imagine it’s an even bigger divide now, just 10 years after what I witnessed. In those circumstances, questions about the commitment to your profession had to be tough – and as a filmmaker that isn’t making a dime and struggling move forward with my work, I certainly related and connected to those feelings. 

The result of trying to leave a profession that you’ve been connected to your entire life isn’t easy and, for me, has only resulted in disaster – hence the inspiration for the character of Father Williams’s quest to explore outside his “safety zone”.

Q: CAST?

ROHAL: The role of Father William was written for Steve Little after meeting him at a script reading that the Sundance Institute hosted for another film I had written. I was a huge fan of Steve’s after seeing him on Eastbound & Down and he was someone I’d be first in line to see for any role he’d eventually take on. He’s a member of The Groundlings in LA and his ability to think on his feet and run with new ideas made him a natural fit for the pace in which we had to shoot this film – and not just in a comedic sense. Steve is able to match the intensity level of what’s happening in different circumstances, which stems from his improv background. His brain is working a million miles an hour, and in the kind of time-pressure situations we were in, he thrived.

I had another actor in mind for the Robbie role – but the scheduling wouldn’t work out. Robert Longstreet was already on board the film as an executive producer – he is directly responsible for the film being made. “Someone just needs to tell you ‘Yes’ and get a camera rolling” is what he told me – then put some money where his mouth was and went out to raise more funds. The role wasn’t written to be anything like what Rob turned it into – but when he stepped in and we began to discuss the script, everything clicked into place. He was able to not only bring real, tangible emotion and sympathy to the role, but his ideas amplified the objectives of the script. 

The chemistry between Steve and Rob serves the movie well – if Steve would be willing to fall down more and Rob could croon better, we’d all be in for doing some Lewis & Martin remakes.

Other cast members came to us from various means: Walter Dalton, who I was a fan of from Wendy & Lucy, sank himself into the elder priest role, Ann Maddox (Huckleberry Finn) came to us by taking a leap of faith and trusting a mutual friend’s suggestion and Rico (Jim) responded to a Craigslist ad. 

Producer Megan Griffiths had just completed her film The Off Hours and was able to cast the film based on her knowledge of actors she had just met with in the previous months. It was an invaluable resource and a lesson for actors on why they should never skip an audition, as they unknowingly ended up auditioning for two movies simultaneously.

Q: LOCATION?

ROHAL: The film came together incredibly quickly – it was written in August, put together in September, shot in September and October and submitted as a full cut to Sundance a week after the final day of shooting. 

After considering shooting in upstate New York, I switched to Virginia, then to Austin and finally found that Seattle was the only place that could allow for the film to become a reality. Again, Megan Griffiths was just completing her film, The Off Hours, and the crew had such a positive experience from that shoot that many of them were ready to hop back into another. Washington State had an incredible support system in place for filmmakers and we miraculously found each location without much difficulty. 

Q: MIDNIGHT?

ROHAL: Participating in Sundance’s “Midnight in Park City” section is an honor for all of us who created The Catechism Cataclysm. My favorite Sundance films, The American Astronaut, Napoleon Dynamite and The Foot Fist Way all played in previous midnight sections.

Two of our producers, Jody Hill and Danny McBride, got their start at Sundance with The Foot Fist Way – I was in the crowd for those screenings five years ago and it’s a surreal thrill to be at Sundance with my own film and to have Rough House (Jody, Danny, David Gordon Green and Matt Reilly) be such a big part of this movie.

A CONVERSATION Between Steve Little and Robert Longstreet

(Over Jack Daniels & Diet Cokes)
ROBERT
Hey Steve!


STEVE
Hey Robert!  How are you today?


ROBERT
The antibiotics are working.


STEVE
That’s good to hear.  Are you excited to go to Sundance this year?  I heard you are lodging at a place where you will have your very own bathroom, is that true?


ROBERT
That is true.  But the sad thing is I had to chop all the firewood and do turn down service for everyone at the house.  And it’s tough ‘cause I am allergic to mints.


STEVE
All mints or just pillow mints?


ROBERT
Just pillow mints.


STEVE
So you starred in a movie with me this year, do you remember that?


ROBERT
I do!  With a tinge of sadness.


STEVE
What was so sad about it?


ROBERT
I lost all sense of myself in your eyes.


STEVE
That happens.  Believe me I know.  So I guess we are supposed to interview each other for this... are you nervous?


ROBERT
Yes, one of my testicles just went up in my body.

STEVE
I heard that happen.  It was popping sound right?


ROBERT
That is absolutely right, they detach like LEGOs.


STEVE
Todd asked us not to talk about LEGOs.


ROBERT
You’re right.  My fault.  I’ll ask the first question.  
How did you first hear about this project?


STEVE
Well, I met Todd when I did a reading of his script “Scoutmasters”, I guess he knew me from Eastbound and David Gordon Green recommended me to come do a Sundance reading I think.  
Anyways, that was a lot of fun, and then like a year later Todd sent me an email and said he wrote a movie with me in mind.  
He didn’t tell me much about the movie at first, he just said in the first email, “It’s about a priest who drops his Bible in the toilet.”  
The minute he said “Bible”, “Toilet”, and “Me” I was sold.


ROBERT
How did he get your email address?


STEVE
I don’t know.  I am still upset about it.


ROBERT
Me too.  I thought you weren’t allowed to use the Internet in prison.


STEVE
No you can use it.  Just not for pornography.


ROBERT
So tell me about Father Billy. 
Do you share any similarities with the character?


STEVE
Yes, we are both chaste.


ROBERT
Well, you can use powder for that.


STEVE
Really?  Nose powder or crotch powder?


ROBERT
I’m sorry I don’t get the reference.


STEVE
Okay, my turn.  So how disappointed were you when you found out Todd wanted you to play Robbie instead of Father Billy?  
Are there any other ways in which you wish you were me?


ROBERT
All I ever wanted to be as you.  But then I thought I would have to kill Todd Rohal, but then now I realize the only person I have to kill is myself.  Cataclysm is a shame spiral for me.


STEVE
Cool.  Cool.  Very Cool.


ROBERT
You’re a textbook enabler.


STEVE
Thanks.  Cool.  Very cool.  
Okay, so next question.  How did you prepare for the role of Robbie?  Would you say your method was more Stanislavski or Meisner?


ROBERT
No my methodology way more Kevorkian oriented.


STEVE
Cool.  I studied with him in North Hollywood.


ROBERT
He’s amazing.  In the three weeks I studied with him, he euthanized four Greenpeace workers and a Chihuahua.  

STEVE
So, this movie has a lot of heavy metal in it.  Was heavy metal part of your process?


ROBERT
Absolutely not.  Peaches and Herb.


STEVE

Wait.  I’m confused.  Were you just saying “Peaches and Herb” for no reason or were they part of your process?


ROBERT
No.  I was just saying them.  


At this point in the conversation, Robert Longstreet leaves the table to go outside and smoke cigarettes.


Ninety minutes later Longstreet returns…wearing a different shirt.


STEVE
Welcome back.  Now when we were filming Cataclysm, the canoe flipped and both of us fell into the rapids.  Were you scared?

ROBERT
Only of you.


STEVE
What’d you think—I was grabbing your ass underwater?


ROBERT
Yes, I felt a feeling that wasn’t aquatic.


STEVE
Well, what was it?


ROBERT
I think you’re well aware of the size of your thumb.


STEVE
Hmm....Perhaps.


ROBERT
Have you been on a small boat before this film or was your experience strictly limited to ships?


STEVE
Well, I have been on boats before.  I have been canoeing before.  And I have been on ships before, including cruise ships.  I have been even been on a submarine at Disneyland.


ROBERT
Are you fucking with me?


STEVE
I am not fucking with you.


ROBERT
Do you know the difference between a bridge and a train trestle?


STEVE
A train trestle is heavier, I think.
CAST & CREW BIOS

 

STEVE LITTLE (FATHER BILLY)

Steve Little is best known for his hilarious portrayal of Stevie Janowski on the HBO comedy series “Eastbound & Down,” starring Danny McBride and Executive Produced by Will Ferrell. Heʼs also appeared in the films The Ugly Truth (Gerard Butler, Katherine Heigl), Because I Said So (Diane Keaton, Mandy Moore) and the TV show “Reno 911.” He is a writer as well as an actor, and won an Emmy in 2008 for his work on the popular Cartoon Network animated series "Camp Lazlo"; he currently writes and voices the character of Dr. Barber for "The Marvelous Misadventures of Flapjack." He is also an alumnus of the LA improv group The Groundlings.  Steve makes his debut as a leading man in Todd Rohal's The Catechism Cataclysm, which premieres at the 2011 Sundance Film Festival.

ROBERT LONGSTREET (ROBBIE)
Robert Longstreet began his career as an actor, editor and producer by making Super 8 films at the age of nine. Eleven years later, he moved to NYC to study with Uta Hagan. After acting in Off- and Off-Off Broadway plays in the late ʻ80s and on TV in the early '90s, he branched out into feature films. His performance in Onur Tukel's Ding-a-ling-less led to working with David Gordon Green on three films—Undertow, Pineapple Express, and the Green-produced, Craig Zobel-directed Great World of Sound. Great World of Sound and Zack Godshall's Low and Behold both premiered at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival. This year, Robert appears in four films premiering at the 2011 Sundance film festival, including Jeff Nichols' Take Shelter, Calvin Reeder's The Oregonian, Michael Tully's Septien, and Todd Rohal's The Catechism Cataclysm.

MIKI ANN MADDOX (HUCKLEBERRY FINN)

 Miki Ann Maddox is a regular performer at the Upright Citizens Brigade Theater in Los Angeles. She has performed in her improv Harold team "Lincoln's Bedroom" and is a writer for her UCB sketch team "Hot Mess."  Her sketch team recently performed in this year's San Francisco Sketch Fest.  You may also recognize her as the bitter coworker in glasses from a recent Esurance commercial. Or might have seen her in the Dr. Hardy Group Health commercials as a shy, robot obsessed TV show writer. She has appeared on "The Office" as Lisa, the pregnant telemarketer, and on Fuel TV's "Stupid Face" as a Japanese Game Show host. She has also appeared in several videos produced by Funny-or-Die and College Humor. She recently performed in this year's CBS Diversity Showcase and played a high school nerd in the MTV pilot "That Girl". She is very excited to have played a Japanese Huckleberry Finn in The Catechism Cataclysm. 

YUKO "KOKO" LANHAM (TOM SAWYER)

Koko Lanham is an award-winning producer whose films include the documentary "ABDUCTION The Megumi Yokota Story", which aired on PBS's Independent Lens and won six festival awards as well as the prestigious Alfred I. duPont award from Columbia University. She hails from Japan and when she's not practicing Capoeira, you might find her eating sushi. She now lives in Virginia and works for the Asahi newspaper.  THE Catechism Cataclysm is one of her first acting gigs. 
RICO (JIM)

As a stand-up comic, Rico has performed in major venues across North America.  On television, he has appeared as Naked Deli-Man, a convict on “Simon and Simon”.  A student of voice, comedy and the classic comedians, Rico presents a surprisingly honest, sometimes brutal, stand-up set. His impressions of Sean Connery and Rodney Dangerfield are legend, as are his dead-on Walter Matthau, Humphrey Bogart, and Yogi Bear. Rico masterfully weaves these voices into his performance, and is often called on for impressions from the audience. This year, Rico made his big screen debut in Todd Rohal’s The Catechism Cataclysm (Sundance 2011).
TODD ROHAL (WRITER/DIRECTOR)

Todd Rohal wrote and directed The Guatemalan Handshake in 2006, which he theatrically self-distributed around the world with a single 35mm print. He participated in the Sundance Institute’s Screenwriter’s lab in 2009 and has collaborated on music videos and DVD projects with filmmakers Cory McAbee, Jeff Krulik and the band Ola Podrida. 
Lacey Leavitt (Producer)

Lacey Leavitt is a Seattle-based producer whose credits include Megan Griffiths’ The Off Hours (also premiering at Sundance '11), Dan Brown's Your Lucky Day and Megan's short films Moving and Eros.  She is the board president for IFP/Seattle, the NW chapter of the nation's largest non-profit film organization.   Lacey co-directed and produced the award-winning roller derby documentary Blood on the Flat Track (Strand Releasing) and is now a Rat City Rollergirl

Megan Griffiths (PRODUCER)
For the past decade, Megan Griffiths has been an active member of the independent film community. Megan received her MFA in Film Production from Ohio University School of Film. While in school Megan wrote, directed and edited three award-winning short films (her thesis film not Waving but Drowning, was a 2001 Student Academy Award nominee). Megan made her debut feature First Aid for Choking after relocating to Seattle, followed by the narrative shorts Moving and Eros and the short documentary KEXP: The B-Side.  Megan has produced such projects as the acclaimed 2007 Sundance documentary Zoo. In 2010, Megan shot and completed her second feature The Off Hours, a film she also wrote.   Starring Amy Siemetz as a restless small-town diner waitress, the all-star indie cast of The Off Hours also includes Lynn Shelton (Humpday), Ross Partridge (Baghead) and Scoot McNairy (Monsters).  The Off Hours is also an official selection of the 2011 Sundance Film Festival. 

ROUGH HOUSE PICTURES (EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS)

Rough House Pictures is the production company of Danny McBride, David Gordon Green, Jody Hill and Matt Reilly.  The company was founded with a goal of creating comedy films slightly to the left of center, while supporting artists and work that McBride, Green, Hill and Reilly believe in.  The name derives from Green’s first short film, Will You Lather Up My Rough House?  Hill, Green and McBride all went to the North Carolina School of the Arts and lived on the same dorm floor during their first year. McBride was the second unit director on Green’s feature debut, George Washington, had a supporting role in Green’s next film, All the Real Girls, and co-wrote with Hill The Foot Fist Way, in which McBride starred.  McBride is currently starring in HBO’s "Eastbound and Down," which he and Hill co-created, co-write and produce together. Hill directed the pilot and final episode of the first season, and Green has also directed episodes.  Green’s film Your Highness, starring McBride, James Franco and Natalie Portman, recently wrapped production in Northern Ireland and is slated for an October release by Universal.

Ben Kasulke (Director of Photography)

Ben has shot a large number of recent festival favorites, including Humpday, The Freebie, Scout's Honor, Brand Upon the Brain! and Megan's own short film Eros. Ben and Megan have been working together in the Seattle film community for nearly a decade.  In addition to The Off Hours, Ben also shot Sundance film selections The Off Hours and The Lie. 

ALAN CANANT (EDITOR)

Catechism Cataclysm is Alan Canant's 4th feature film, including Todd Rohal's previous award-wining feature The Guatemalan Handshake. He has also edited a variety of independent documentaries as well as television programs for such networks as ABC, MTV, A&E, Discovery Channel and PBS. 
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MUSIC

	“Shane Sings Five Octaves on Piano”

Performed by Shane Lee

www.youtube.com/shane12lee

	“Bitch Chaser”

Performed by Vollmer

www.vollmerrocks.com



	
	

	“Gates of Hell”

Written & Performed by Beef Magnet

©1999 Sounds Of Bafus

www.beefmagnet.com
	Notti’s Dream

Written and Performed by Goma, (Breath Mark), Little Tempo

	
“The Hand Of The Almighty”

Music & Lyrics by John R. Butler

www.johnrbutler.com
	“My Main Man (Jesus Is)”

Music by Joseph Stephens

Lyrics by Steve Little, Joseph Stephens & Todd Rohal

Vocals by Andy The Doorbum & Joseph Stephens
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